
     Fri, Oct 2 
This morning 
our motor-
coach will 
depart and 

we will be on our 
w a y  t o  t h e  " L a n d  o f  

Enchantment" and the Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta.  Today will be a day to get  
acquainted with fellow travelers and to share in 
everyone's excitement.  No activities are planned 
for this evening, as we will be up very early  
tomorrow morning. 
 
Sat, Oct 3 
With excitement in the air we depart early this 
morning as “Mass Ascension“ begins at 7:00 
AM.  Upon arriving at the Launch Site, you will 
be invited to have coffee or hot cocoa 
in the Hospitality Tent provided by 
the Albuquerque Convention and 
Visitors Bureau for motorcoach 
groups only.  More than 850 balloons 
will be launched in waves so it will 
be about 9:00 AM before all have 
ascended.  After the activities have 
concluded, we will board our motor-
coach for the 1-hour drive to Santa 
Fe, the oldest capital city in the 
United States.  Our day in Old Santa 
Fe will include visits to Mission of 
San Miguel, Cathedral of St. Frances 
of Assisi and Loretto Chapel whose 
spiral stairway is 22 feet high, has no center  
support and was assembled with wooden pegs 
instead of nails.  Free time is allowed for  
strolling the Plaza where you will see many  
Native American artisans selling their crafts.  

You will have the option of visiting The Palace 
of the Governors (admission required).  Built in 
1610, it was the seat of government under  

Spanish, Native American, Mexican 
and U.S. territorial rule until 1909.  
Arriving back in Albuquerque, we 
will have an included dinner at a 
great Mexican Restaurant.  After an  
exciting day, everyone will be ready 
to retire early this evening when we 
return to our hotel. 
 
Sun, Oct 4 
We have devoted today to sightseeing 
in Albuquerque, the largest city in the 
state.  The Rio Grande River runs 
through the city and the  Sandia 
Mountains form a beautiful backdrop 
to the area.  The word “Sandia” 

means watermelon in Spanish and the moun-
tains glow a watermelon pink at sunset.  We 
will visit the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, a 
museum and arts and crafts market depicting  
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Highlights Include: 
 
· International Balloon Fiesta 
· Mass Ascension 
· Balloon Glow 
· Old Town Albuquerque 
· Santa Fe Plaza 
· Loretto Chapel 
· San Miguel Chapel 
· Indian Pueblo Cultural Center 
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Price Includes:   
 

· Roundtrip motorcoach transportation from: 
      Abilene, Big Spring, Lubbock and San Angelo 
· 3 nights hotel accommodations in Albuquerque 
· Baggage handling for 1 piece of luggage 
· Meals:  3 continental breakfasts, 1 lunch and 1 dinner  
· Admissions to all included attractions per itinerary 
· Services of a tour escort 
· Gratuities for driver 
 
 
 

Cost:  $739 per person (2 people per room) 
  $928 per person (1 person per room) 

 

$25 deposit + $60 insurance (optional)  
due June 2 

 
Final payment due August 14 

 
 
Travel Protection Insurance is available at a cost of $60 per 
person.  A complete outline of coverage is available upon  
request.   Insurance is optional and may only be purchased 
with initial deposit.  We strongly urge you to purchase this 
insurance to protect yourself in the event of a medically  
related cancellation.  All cancellations must be reported to 
Bilbrey Tours, Inc. within 72 hours of the problem causing 
the need to cancel.  All claims must be completed by  
attending physician.   
 
Luggage tags and a detailed itinerary will be mailed 2 
weeks prior to the tour. 

the history and culture of the 19 pueblos in New 
Mexico.  Everyone will enjoy some free time for 
shopping and browsing in The Plaza area of His-
toric Old Town Albuquerque where we have our 
group lunch.  This evening we will return to our 
second event of the International Balloon  
Fiesta, "Balloon Glow".  The balloons do not 
ascend, but are tethered and look like a field of 
giant light bulbs.   
 
Mon, Oct 5 
After an exciting weekend, we will re-trace our 
route to the Lone Star State with lasting memo-
ries of the 2009 Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta. 

 
Thank you for traveling with Bilbrey Tours! 


